| TEN THINGS

COMBILED BY FEDERIGA VALABREGA

...YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT
BOLD, BRILLIANT BELAYERS

Belayers get peed

on, peeled off ledges, and generally

abused, but without them we'd go nowhere. Here, 10
courageous catchers who held the rope=no matter what.

‘White climbing with Lizzy Scully on Leaning
Tower's West Face, in Yosenmile, “mamy yeans

aga.” Seully recalls, Tim Jumornille koo one far

the bcam_.on bis hoad. Whils he was &1 3 hang-
i birkary and desgete his “Phease don i, Soully
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hpeemmdywumwmrhnpmls

Peilan Tang belayed Ryan Hoskin at Lhe

Cirange Oswald Wall, New River Gorge, in
2008, when a beshioe suddenty deslodged naar
e, With thousanis of bees swarming, the highty
allerge Tang kept Hoskin on O th ground,
Hiarskin knachked the hive ko Summerssile Lake

in 007, Ryan Hauer and Elliet Nierman
dimbed ab Erdiess Wall The Hew. Haver bked
Euro Mabion (5.100) and was aboud bo clp his third
bt swhen hi kost his balance. “ Suck if in, suck
it i Hauer screamed. Nierman jumgped
dowr Ehe incess, banging hmself up, but “wasa
Lt dismayed bo sbe me 1l hanging ol on e
‘slopers,” oven &5 the nope wend tat” recals Hauer.

In 1995, Peter Terbush, & 21-year-oid

Coloradan, ded belaying Kerry Pyle during
o Vokswagen-sized rockial at Glacier Point
Agron, Yosemite. Pyle was cimbing 50 fee? up
whebn the rech disiodged from 1300 feet above;
A piece struck Terbush in the head, kifing him
irstantly but sparing Pyle. (Terbush’s beake
hand still ek the rope when his body was
ferund} Terbush's parents filed an ultimately un-
saccessiul 510 milion suit against the Matianal
Park Service aleging il reghecied bo post sig-
nage at the previously active site, which might
Farve deterred Terbush from climbing there

Some belayers hold fast even when an-
5 chored 1o *a lone angie piton only halfaay
in,” recals Pat Ament, wiho casghl Liaybon Kar
on P2 of the Bastile Crack (5.8), in Exderaca

30 Thomdirey.cm * Jaruan F00

Canyon, Colorado, on June 11, 1963 =Kar's 25th
Birthday, Ament was cnly 16 when Ko pitched
while kyybacking a fiake that dsintegrated.
nstantly, | realoed if | stayed in that position, we
bt woud have all our wejght on the pion, 52

| [bant) my begs and turred siceways, o the
right. 5o that ey wokght was on the stance.” says
Ament, who used a hip belay, Kor immediably

| batmanned up and led out, with Ament folowing |

m‘-‘gnis'mussﬂesudlwﬂurn'hesaﬁ
because the rope had 5o badly burned his hands.

Then there's Pete “The Belay™ Schoening's
catch during the 1953 K2 eupedition led by
Charles Houston On August 1 1,000 feel short
! of the 2825100t sumimit, the team began its
desoent when Art Gilkey, 25, developed a Blsod
elot, The team propped bo swing Gilisy across 4
dmgl:eiczmpcmmmpmlm
Sehoening, roped Nl beg other dimbors who
were subsaquently hooiked to three mane. had
Gy on & “hip-axe belay” Then George Bel 5r.
haist his foating. wwﬂmmmm
A3 Goonge Bel Jr, Bells son, Bedis it “[hly father]
weirs cortain _ Shere was o wary anything was
goung o stop MM He was therefore surprised
when he did stop, dangling off a ciff. He igured
the rope must be momentanily stuck, 5o he
threw off bus glasses and mitbens, ard climbed
hand by hand up the rope o [unwieigh] it~

in fall 2006, Jay Knower belayed Joy
Conway from their “porta-board™ on the

ruti-piteh Liguid Sky (5135, at Cathedral Ledge.

| WH, Conway had just finished the thin crux
crack, protected by a tied-aff Lost Arrew, and

| ‘was aboul lo cip a bolt when the repe pinched

| beiween the board and the wall “All my

| wriggling around on the ‘porta-board” had
dislodged acod..” says Knower, who freed the
cord by swinging the squirrelly board away from
fhie wiall “That was the end of the ‘porta-board™

Angale Sjong keeps a chose aye on her hassband,
Juiten, FFA of Town Crier {5.12d), index. WA.

#

In 1997, while Hming a Budweiser cofe
mercial near Maab, UT, Dean Potier
servad as a “human tripod.belay seat” for
Eric Periman. *| peeded somecns sirong
ta Blp mi support my camera while sheal-
ing Ron Kauk climbing,” says Pesiman
The system worked thushy: Patter and Perl=
man cescended from abowve, and then tied
inte cach ather 350 feat off the ground. While
Pesiman fimed, Potter cradied Pesman, plus
Petiman's 85-pound camera, lor strefches of
six o eight minutes (totaling about one hacsury

Belayers sometimes shiver fof four hours

2500 feel up B Cap at what Beth Rod-
den recalls as a “hanging belay in & concave
carnes, meaning | wouldr't see the Gight of day
untidl sunsat, of any warmih, having losl most
fioeting from my hips down, and [waging] a
constant battle to keep my lower gxiremilies
awake” Rodden endured this heroic belay
i May 2008 whibe Tomany Caldwell attempled
tn free the final crux pitch on Yosemite's
Magic Mushroom (V1 514a), gunning for the
rowtbe in cne day. Although Caldwedl didn't
send that go. Rodden returned with him
10 days later, when he succeeded. “One of
{he hardes] things aboul my job as & belayer
has been consoling [Tommyl” says Rodden.

! 10 The belay knot wis tied at the aitar

also for Angele and Justen Siang,
the latter on cbsessed El Cap free clmber.
“We cerlanly da not vacation during El Cap

| SEAEON,..you dan't make hirm plans because

yous hare to walch the weather,” sa&ys Angele
She recalls them "bonding” once when she
bobbled a haulhag from Muir Wail's P'5, nearly

! creaming o party below on Maby Dick Angste

slicited & terse, “Yeah, ng worries,” from
mer hushand, wha knew losing his cool might
jecpardie future matimonial belays. o



